THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Part VIII—Don’t Steal!
You must not steal.

Exodus 20:15

I. HOW DO WE STEAL? Obviously, we can simply take something by stealth or force that
does not belong to us, but there are also more subtle ways we need to watch for….
1. By Deceiving ___________--We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so
clever they sound like the truth. 15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love….. Ephesians 4:15
2. By Defrauding employers/employees--Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect
and fear. Serve them sincerely as you would serve Christ. 6 Try to please them all the time,
not just when they are watching you. As slaves of Christ, do the will of God with all your
heart. 7 Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for
people. 8 Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether
we are slaves or free.9 Masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Don’t threaten them;
remember, you both have the same Master in heaven, and he has no favorites.
Ephesians 6:5-9
3. By Delaying Payments-- You shall give him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets…
Deuteronomy 24:15
4. By Defaulting on ______________--The wicked borrow and never repay.. the godly are
generous givers.
Psalm 37:21
5. By Defrauding or Deceiving the government--pay your taxes & government fees….
Romans 13:6
6. By Defrauding the ______________-- Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me!
But you ask, How do we rob you, God?' By withholding tithes and offerings!" Malachi 3:8

II. WHY SHOULD I BE HONEST?
1. I am being __________________ by God. God carefully watches the goings on of all
mankind, He sees them all. No darkness is thick enough to hide evil men from His eyes.
Job 34:21-22
2. I will Reap whatever I Sow.
Gal. 6:7
Don't be misled, remember .. a man will always reap just the kind of crop he sows!
Prov. 15:27 Try to make a profit dishonestly and you'll get your family in trouble.
Prov. 21:6 Wealth created by a lying tongue is a vanishing mist and a deadly trap.

Why do we steal? What motivates dishonesty?
1. Greed
2. Laziness
3. Pride

The love of money is the root of evil…..
Lazy people are soon poor…..
(2 Thessalonians 3:6)
Pride goes before destruction……

3. Dishonesty Damages my ________________________.
And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth
more than your soul?
Mark 8:36-37
Wealth you get by dishonesty will do you no good, but honesty can save your life. Prov. 10:2

4. God will Reward my _____________________________.
The trustworthy person will get a rich reward, but a person who wants quick riches will get
into trouble.
Proverbs 28:20
But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.
Luke 16:10

Application—Where do we Go From Here
1. Make ________________________ when Possible!
8 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the
poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as
much!”9 Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has
shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and save
those who are lost.”
Luke 19:8-10
Does Giving Money to the Needy = Salvation?

NO!!!!!!

No, Salvation Makes You Want to be Honest and Generous!!!!
2. Give God my Full _____________________!
Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so
there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies,
“I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have
enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! Malachi 3:10 (I Corinthians 16:1-3)
3. Make a Living ______________________!
If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands for good hard work, and then give
generously to others in need.
Ephesians 4:28
Those unwilling to work will not get to eat. 11Yet we hear that some of you are living idle
lives, refusing to work and meddling in other people’s business. 12 We command such people and
urge them in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and work to earn their own living.
2 Thessalonians 3:10-12
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